COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Annual General Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 31st May 2005 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs J A Marrott




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps

J A Shaw

M T Weston


County Councillor P Chamberlain


District Councillor Mrs P Evans

APOLOGIES received and accepted: Councillor C P Kay

APOLOGIES received: District Councillor Professor A Bensted and 

   District Councillor Mrs A Smallwood.

Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed everyone to the meeting.

22.
ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Councillor Mrs J Marrott was nominated by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor N Penny.

Councillor M Weston was nominated by Councillor R Phelps and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Merrikin.

Having been put to the vote Councillor Mrs J Marrott was elected.

23.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Councillor M Weston was nominated by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor R Phelps.

There being no other nominations Councillor M Weston was elected.


The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 26th April 2005 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct. 

Proposed:
Councillor N Penny

Seconded:
Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor M Weston

The minutes of the last Office Sub-committee meeting held on 10th May 2005 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed:
Councillor D Atherley

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott read a letter from the clerk regarding job evaluation.

Councillor J Shaw proposed that the clerk’s post be referred for evaluation by the National Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin seconded the proposal with members in agreement. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

24 (a)
60th ANNIVERSARY END OF WAR COMMEMORATIONS – HOME FRONT RECALL GRANT
The grant application had been returned as the funders did not accept the clerk’s authority to sign.  A letter from the Mayor had been sent. 


24 (b)
COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP
The Chairman reported that the Annual General Meeting had taken place on 12th May.  Peter Chamberlain had been elected Chairman with Stuart McLester elected Vice-Chairman.

The work of the Partnership had now moved on from Plan Preparation to project delivery.

Life Long Learning

Projects in Coalway, Lydbrook and at Forest View Cinderford were running or have been agreed.  A new funding application has been made to roll the programme Forest wide on behalf of all four towns.  The Coalway project has resulted in a volunteer being given part-time employment.

Environment
South West Rural Development Agency has expressed an interest in helping resolve the problem of Whitecliff Brook and Welsh Water’s planned sewer improvements.
Youth Initiatives

Four sessions with Coleford area students at Lakers School have supported the belief that the young people would like a skate park and BMX park.  The Partnership will make further representations to the Town Council and County Youth Service regarding this.

Health Issues

The Partnership is looking to the Bream Health Forum to act as its partner to maintain a strong contact with all aspects of Healthcare for the Coleford area.

Transport

Parish Surveys by surrounding parishes are awaited. The Partnership has representatives on the District Council’s Local Strategic Partnership which collates work for the whole Forest area.

Business and Economy

The Partnership has a trade representative who is involved with the District Council’s Retail Support Group.  The Group are awaiting the outcome of a funding bid to assist various initiatives encouraging people to the local towns.

Tourism & Events

Work continues with, and through, the existing Steering Groups for Forest wide delivery of the Tourism and Regeneration Strategies.

Housing

The Partnership will be working with the Forest of Dean District Council towards providing affordable housing in the Coleford area, including using the land at the rear of the Community Centre.

Coleford Community Enterprise Centre

Progress has been delayed until the new County Council Cabinet have made certain decisions on Service Delivery. An alternative plan has been prepared by the Partnership since the last Town Council meeting and matters cannot be further considered until the County Council Cabinet have made their decisions.  After the 13th June it is hoped that a full discussion can be had with the Town Council on the way forward.  SWRDA have shown a willingness to assist with the community in ensuring future provision of community enterprise facilities.

Publicity and Communication

This will be maintained by regular broadcasts through Forest of Dean Media, press releases and by updating and improving the web site which should be linked to the Town Council, District Council and GMTF websites.    

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked Peter Chamberlain for his report.

County Councillor P Chamberlain left the meeting at 7.29pm.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

25.
ROAD SAFETY 

District Councillor Mrs P Evans advised members that she had attended a Road Safety Liaison meeting with Gary Handley the Road Safety Team Leader at Gloucestershire County Council.  The main discussion related to local fatal accidents.  Suggestions made and points raised were noted by Gary Handley and would be used to try and help the situation on Forest roads.

Items raised by members included:

· Road Safety Partnership leaflets at Coleford Music Festival 

· Overloading of vehicles 

· Mobile phone usage whilst driving

· Recent seat belt checks where 30 people found not wearing belts

· Enforcement problems

· Necessity for police checks after 9pm

· Cyclist’s disregard for road user rules
· Road safety education, from infants up

· Importance of leading by example

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin advised that she would be attending the Road Safety meeting at the Forest of Dean District Council on 1st June.

Councillor D Atherley had voiced the Council’s concerns over road safety at two recent meetings with the police.

Councillor N Penny had responded on behalf of the Council to a Government consultation document reviewing Road Traffic offences involving Bad Driving.  This document’s emphasis was on punishment rather than education.

An e-mailed letter from a parishioner regarding road safety issues along the Milkwall to Coalway road and the clerk’s response was read to the Council
26.
HIGHWAYS – TOWN CENTRE IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE 3 – REQUEST FOR DISABLED PARKING
Following discussion it was resolved that a Traffic Order be applied for to make all spaces in the High Street Parking Bay designated for Disabled users.
Proposed:
Councillor M Lacey

Seconded:
Councillor D Atherley

The clerk was instructed to write to Gloucestershire Constabulary regarding enforcement of the Order and to notify Chamber of Trade of the application for the Order.
27.
RISK ASSESSMENTS


ROSPA REPORT ON MILKWALL PLAY AREA

The report noted assessments of medium to low risk.

Resolved: Monmouthshire County Council be asked to carry out the necessary work to the play Area to ensure compliance with the Safety Inspection report’s recommendations.

MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

This report had highlighted the poor condition of the wood bark safety surfacing which was also noted in the ROSPA report and would be attended to under the work carried out to comply with ROSPA recommendations.

No other assessment had yet been completed.
28.
REPLACE/REFINISH DAMAGED MOSAICS

Johnson Tiles had advised that the damaged mosaic tiles would cost £75 to replace.

Resolved:
Purchase replacement tiles as necessary.

Proposed:
Councillor M Lacey

Seconded: 
Councillor C Lusty
29.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 10th May and 31st May 2005 having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed: Councillor M Lacey 
 
Seconded: Councillor R Phelps
DF3807/4/W


Plot 14A, Stepbridge Road, Forest of Dean Business 
(P0703/05/FUL)

Estate, Coleford
DEVELOPMENT

Erection of two industrial units with associated parking 

facilities.  Construction of new vehicular access.
OBSERVATIONS

Support application


DF9600/A


15 Woodgate Road, Mile End, Coleford




(P0715/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Alterations and extension to dwelling.
OBSERVATIONS

Objection – scale of alterations and extension out of 

character for the pair of dwellings.

DF270/5/P


6 Orchard Road, Coleford
(P0709/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Alterations and extension to dwelling.
OBSERVATIONS

No objections
DF13098/A


25/27 Woodgate Road, Mile End, Coleford
(P0721/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of 26 dwellings with associated garaging/parking 

facilities.  Construction of new vehicular access.  Erection 

of a detached double garage to serve no. 29.  (Revised scheme).

OBSERVATIONS

Objection – hydraulic overload

The Council asks that the District Council: -

· Ensures that the play provision be maintained.  Perhaps a communal all-age area might serve the development better than a play area

· Ensures no parking is permitted on the estate’s access roads

· West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust be informed of this potential new development 

DF403/D 


1 Bells View, Forest Road, Milkwall, Coleford
(P0741/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Use of existing garage as a dining room together with first 

floor extension above.  (Resubmission).
OBSERVATIONS

No objections
DF6441/W


Land at 19 South Road, Broadwell, Coleford
(P0522/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT

Erection of 8 dwellings with associated garaging/parking 

facilities.
OBSERVATIONS

Objection – hydraulic overload.  

Concerns re lack of affordable housing and egress from site to road.  

West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust be informed of this potential new development.
DF8278/J/LBC

Gage Farm, Newland, Coleford
(P0718/05/LBC)

DEVELOPMENT

Listed Building consent for the amendment to previously 

approved scheme, to provide a two storey extension comprising orangery with first floor bathroom.  (Barn 1). 

OBSERVATIONS

No objections
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott expressed congratulations and thanks to the Switched On Committee for all their hard work in organising such a successful Music Festival.

District Councillor Mrs P Evans left the meeting at 8.15pm

CORRESPONDENCE

30.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CANCELLATION OF AREA SCHOOLS REVIEW MEETINGS



Members noted the cancellation and re-arrangement dates for the meetings.  The clerk was instructed to write to the County Council regarding Councillor Mrs S Merrikin joining the Forest of Dean Panel.  Councillor Mrs Merrikin would attend the meeting on 13th June.
31.
E-MAIL – GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – GREAT GLOUCESTERSHIRE DEBATE


Members noted the Debate and requested to be circulated with detailed information.
32.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION – SEMINAR 12th JULY 2005

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin would attend the Seminar. 

33.
A RAZVI – LETTER OF THANKS


Members noted receipt of Mr Razvi’s letter.
34.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE – 6th JUNE 2005 


Councillors Mrs J Baynham and R Phelps would attend the conference.
35.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – HOUSING STRATEGY 2005 – 2008


Members noted the Strategy document was held on file in the office.
36.
NHS – STROLLING IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 11th – 19th JUNE 2005 


Members noted the dates of the Walking Festival.
37.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – ALLOWANCES FOR COUNCILLORS


Members noted the increased travel rates.

Resolved:
Travel rates for Coleford Town Council members and staff unchanged for the current financial year.


Proposed:
Councillor M Lacey

Seconded:
Councillor R Phelps

38.
BUILDING ON WHAT’S SPECIAL – PARISH BIODIVERSITY SUMMARIES


Members agreed to request a parish summary for Coleford.

39.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL


Members noted that the new Rural Advisor for the Forest of Dean was Trystan Swale.
40.
WYE VALLEY AONB – WONDERFUL WYE WILDLIFE – MONDAY 20th JUNE – 7.30pm

Members noted the date of the free illustrated talk. 
41.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported that the Under 8’s first football match would take place on 25th June and that members of the adult football teams, youth cricket teams and members are invited to this first match.

Quotations were required for laying the carpet in the pavilion and the small works required to the floor would be arranged.


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin advised that she would be attending the Forest Road Safety meeting at the Forest of Dean District Council offices on 1st June.


Councillor D Atherley had been unable to attend the Wye Valley AONB field meeting.  The meeting of the Forest of Dean District Council’s Social Well Being Scrutiny Meeting was attended by Parish and Town Council representatives.  Discussions centred on community issues.
The meeting of the Policy and Community had focused on traffic issues and recent fatal accidents.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham and the Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott had attended a Community Healthcare Stakeholder full day event.  Councillor Mrs Baynham reported that views on the future of the Dilke and Lydney Hospitals were needed from the public.  Those attending the meeting agreed that every effort would be made to ensure the Dilke Hospital remained at its present site and that as many views as possible would be sought.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston noted that visitors had congratulated the Town on the quality of the events leaflet.  The high quality of grass cutting on Sunnybank was noted.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott’s written report covered Mayoral and other duties carried out.  The Scouts Annual General Meeting had been most impressive and the number of young people involved was high.
42.
ACCOUNTS

	2738
	V Mitchell - Salary
	
	
	
	1268.79

	2739
	C Wilkins - Salary
	
	
	
	570.55

	2740
	Gloucestershire County Council - Pension fund - May
	451.79

	2741
	Inland Revenue - deductions May
	
	563.80

	2742
	Rees Electrical & Son - Clock lighting
	
	44.06

	2743
	Skip It - Cemetery skip
	
	
	55.00

	2744
	Severn Trent Water - Office
	
	
	16.12

	2745
	Ernest Heal & Sons - Cemetery bins
	
	35.25

	2746
	Roger Davey Electrical - Lights Mushet Walk
	409.71

	2747
	R J Contracting - Checks - April
	
	
	58.75

	2748
	R M Smith - KGV Kissing gate
	
	
	160.00

	2749
	Forest of Dean District Council - Reprographics
	39.13

	2750
	I love Paydays Ltd - Payroll production - April & May 
	35.26

	2751
	J R Hewlett - KGV assessment
	
	
	100.00

	2752
	KPS Computing - Installation of computers
	
	337.50

	2753
	Merlin Waste - dog bins
	
	
	56.75

	2754
	npower - Cemetery
	
	
	
	11.01

	2755
	npower - Town Centre
	
	
	40.46

	2756
	Inca Products - KGV supplies
	
	
	52.08

	2757
	GE Capital Finance - Photocopier
	
	236.76

	2758
	Allianz Cornhill Insurance - Annual insurance
	3651.61

	2759
	Playground Maintenance - ROSPA check and risk assessment
	69.33

	2760
	Herefordshire Fire Protection - KGV & Office
	98.12

	2761
	Forest of Dean District Council - Mile End Cemetery - 2004-05
	9384.08

	2762
	Petty Cash
	
	
	
	50.00

	
	Total
	
	
	
	
	17795.91


There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.57pm
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